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Foreword.

After the detailed and  exhaustive Introduction
which the Editor has prefixed to the Sanskrit Text of
the Niti-Manjari it is havdly necessary to write a Fore-
ward, and yet it must bha written, if for nothing clse,
at least for expressing my delight at the thoroughness
with which the Editor, Pandit Sitaram  Joshi M. A,
has done his Iabour of love.  All the quotations and
veferences which oceur in the body of  the Text
have been carefully traced to their sources, and all
uestions relating to the anthor and the value of his

work have been fully diseussed.

I will only add a few words on one or two aspects
of the work which have particularly  struck me. Tt is
interesting to note that the author belongs to an age
which ix not remarkable as a period of Renaissance of
Vedie learning, or even as that of Sanskrit learning in
any of its other branches.  And yet the author has
made this valuable contribution to literature not only
as an erudite Vedie scholar, but as one Wwho knows
Tiow to utilize the Vedie legends of hoary antiquity
for teaching every-day morality in our life. Neither
the carly Vedic Rsis nor any of the great thinkers of
the Upanisadic age were didactic writers.  Fven the
Mahiabharata and the Ramayana, like all other master-

pieces of the world’s greatest poets, are not intended to



(2)
serve as mere hand-books of moral teaching.  The
Buddhist Jatakas are the first attempt in this direction,
followed later by the well-known DPaficatantra and
Hitopadesa. But to none of the writers of these and
similar  works it occurred to draw upon the Veda
for the purpose of composing a ook of moral tales.
The credit for doing this belongs to Dya Dviveda, the

author of the Niti-Maiijari.

I introduce this work with great pleasure to the
attention of Sanskrit. educationists and hope that its

publication will be adequately appreciated.

bc[)tt "'" . ° }
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Introduction.

—

Preliminary. Herewith we beg to present the text of

Dya Dvivedw’s Nitimanjari to the votaries
of Sanskrit Learning. No apology is indeed needed for
the publication of this work, which, with its unique and
varied importance, will speak for itself. 1t is a wonder
that, though its MSS. were noticed in many catalogues
and its importance recognised by some eminent
orientalists, it could not so long attract an editor and
sce light anywhere.

The author, Dya Dviveda, brought to bear upon
his Nitimanjari his stupendous scholarship and made it
what it is. 1le was well-versed in almost all branches of
Vedie Literature and was at the same time quite
conversant with many departmentsof Sanskrit Literature
as well.  Primarily Nitimanjari is a beautiful hunch of
gnomic and didactic verses like those which are tound
in the Carucarya of Ksemendra or in the Upadesa
éataka of Gumani. But there is a striking difference
between these and the Nitimanjari, The moral maxims
contained in the Carncarya and Upadesasataka are
supported by Pauranic illustrations but Nitimanjari
has all illustrations drawn from the Vedic legends, with
references to the reas of Rgveda alluding to them. In
the commentaries which follow, we find full descriptions
of those legends quoted from old authoritative works.
Taken together, they form a good collection of Vedic
legends and are thus of very great use to all students
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of Vedic mythology. The rcas are in themselves a
very happy and helpful selection of Rgvedic mantras
both from mythological as well as exeg;retical points of
view. If they are properly studied with the help of
the comments and notes supplied by the author they
form surely a very good introduction to the study of
Vedie literature in general and Rgveda in particular.

It has been realised hy scholars, ancient! and modern,?
that none can safely sail through the occan of the
Vedas without equipping oneselt properly with an exact
knowledge of a number of sciences and loves.  Among
these, the knowledge of legends connected with rsis,
devatas cte. ix imperatively essential,  Dut such a
specialised knowledge can be had only after years of
patient Jabour and under proper guidance. Ierein Niti-
manjari, we find Dya Dviveda imparting that knowledge
to us in an easy and attractive manner and thus prepa-
ring us for further studies of deep and diversified nature,
Nitimanjari is thus intended for and i3 in fact useful to
hoth a specialist as well as to a lay man. It is cqually

1. giagwe guowai 3 ggeieia
fadreragt awd SgIE | Jo Are 1138
w{%ﬁml w4 P Bad qua " |
weTEag SR ardtraad g 0 V. D12

I WEAAy Henvgwad wey gAwntug: ¥«
Rt =1 Nir. 1. 20.

2. Cf. Whitney’s remarks, on the need of systematic
commentary on the Rigveda, in editorial preface
p- XXXVIL to Whitney’s Atharvaveda ( H. O. S.
Vol. 7.)
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of interest to a Sanskritist as well as to a Vaidika. It is
scholarly by providing materials for Vedic studies and
makes a special contribution to the study of compara-
tive mythology in general and Vedic mythology in
particular. It is at the same time popular owing to the
moral maxims of intrinsic value and instructive by the
teaching of proverbial wisdom, making a direct appeal
to the heart by apt illustrations of ancient sages and
gods. It abounds in materials of rare combination,
opening up new lines of study and research, (uite com-
petent to pay amply the labours of genuine scholars,
The Pauranic legends are as well known as Vedic ones
are little known and so any attempt to elucidate the
latter, as is actually done by the anthor of Nitimanjari,
cannot but be welcome o all lovers of Sanskrit
Learning,



The Text.

General For the purpose of editing this work
Accountof ] have had access to many MSS of which
the MSS.  three are complete and others fragmentary.
Leaving aside the description of the fragmentary MSSS,
I have made the basis, for the present work, three
MSS which are complete.

The description of these three MSS is in brief, as
follows: —

1. The MS named here as ‘g consists of 103
leaves of paper, each 9 in. x 4in. in size, each page
containing 10 lines on the average. It is written in
legible Devanagari characters. It is dated as Samvat
1727, 1. e. 1784 A, D. It consists of all the parts.

2. This MS cited here as ‘@ consists of 183 leaves,
each measuring 10in. x 5 in. having on each leaf, 9 lines
on the average. It is written in Dold but slightly
illegible Devanagari Characters. The text does not
very much differ from  that of the previous one. 1t is
undated but consists of all the parts.

3. This is another complete MS, called v, This
consists of 87 leaves of thick paper, cach 12 in. x 5 in.
in size, containing average 13 lines on cach leaf,
This is also not. dated. It totally differs from the other
two MSS in not containing comments upon the S1okas
or verses of moral maxims and in coantaining very
brief comments on the Vedic Reas. It docs however
possess some extraneous matter here and there, un-



Cv)

doubtedly, of some interest but not necessarily bearing
upon the text of the Nitimanjari.

Other Besides the MSS mentioned above, 1

Materials  have had to utilise much other material

utilised. fop  determining the readings and some

other matter in the text of the Nitimanjari. The

following deserve a special mention:—

1. The colophons of the MSS described in the India
Oftice Catalogne bearing Nos, 4022 and 4023,

2. Rajendra Lal Mitra’s catalogue Vol. 10, p. 283,
No. 4183

N 3

3. Catadogue ot Alwar MSS, p. 2, No. 5 Nitimanjari

4. Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit MSS for C. I
and Berar, No. 2658,

5. Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS Govt, Collection
A. S, B Vedic MSS Vol 'V, L. No. 1938,
MS. No. 188, by Hara Prasada Shastri,

6. Dr. A. B. Keith’s article on the N-itinmnjm_-i,
published in J. R. A, S. 1900, p. 127.

Dr. F. Kielhorn’s article in  the journal of Indian
Antiquany for 1876 A. D, Vol. V, p. 116.

-1

8. The description of the various MSS of the Niti-
manjari given by Dr. A. A, Macdonell in the
Introduction to his edition of the Brhaddevata
Vol. T. '

9. The readings ofthe Nitimanjari on the Brhaddevata
given by Dr. Macdonell in his volume of the trans-
lation to the Brhaddevata.

0 :
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( vi)
All the original texts from which the passages are
quoted, have also been useful incorrecting their
readings in the Nitimanjari; of these the chief
are the following:-
Sayanacarya’s commentary of the R. V. Samhita.
The text of the Brhaddevata edited by A. A,
Macdonell,
The text of Katyayanas Sarvanukramani and
Sadgurasisya’s V. edarthadipika as edited by A,
A. Macdonell.
Rgvidhana at the begining of the Rgvediya
Brahmakarna.
The Tandya-maha-brahmana ( the Bibliotheea
Indica Series. )
The Samkhayana Srmm Sutra by I Hillehrandt.
The Kausitaki Brahmana and the Aranyaka of the
Anandasrama Series,
The R. V. Przftls akhya of the Chaukhamba Scries
as well as of the Indian Press.
The Kausitaki Grhya Sutra of the Chaukhamba

Series.

10. The Samhita and Pada-texts of the Rgveda.

11.

Nighantu' with Yaska’s Nirukta.

All these MSS and the texts have been of very great
service in correcting the MSS and determining
the readings.

1. The other texts nny be learnt from the Appendix 3

of the book,
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Method cf In the course of editing this work
editing.  fpom the above mentioned three MSS,
particular. care has been taken to give preference
to the most suitable reading, the other readings
having always been relegated to the columns
of foot-notes. The readings of the verses have heen
sometimes found to be best in the ‘ar? MS where no
commentary upon them exists. In that case Lhave been
compelled to retain themin the foot-notes only, as it was
necessary for me to adopt the recitation of the verses
in the manner inwhich they are commented upon, excep-
ting this much, it will be scen that, the preference is
always given to the superior and suitable readings only.

The subject-matter of this work, as shown later on,
splits itself into its four component parts:—

1. Moral verses;

2. The Commentary to the moral verses;
3. Vedic Reas;

4, The exegesis of these Reas.

The moral verses always hegin with some ethical
maxim. These introductory words with the comment-
ary on the verses is printed in simple small type from
which the verses themselves are distinguished hy print-
ing them in simple large type. The Vedic verses with
their Samhita and Pada texts can always be seen
printed in dark bold type and their explanation
following them in dark small type. The accretion made
in the form of foot-notes to the matter of the MSS is
relegated to a quite different type to distinguish it from
all these.

The author of the Nitimanjari, while quoting a great
number of texts, both Vedic and classical, as evidence or
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anthority for the elucidation of his theme, nowhere makes
particular references to them, though he hastaken care
to quote them with general referencessuch as, fasraac-
FrE, or some name of the Brahmana snch as, sidtad,
WAYA ote,, AEF, (46F, JEEAAT, 7T, ATTFT, TTETAT
ete. I have thought it proper to make these general
reforences as exact as possible by tracing them out in
their particular texts, Although every ethical maxim
versified, commented upon and elucidated by the expla-
nation of the Vedie passages, is quite independent. of
another, the Vedic references embedded in them follow
the order ol the divisional system of the Rk Samhita
which is noted on the margin of each page. This order,
onceor twice has heen reversed inthe textsof the MSS,
which has been set aright heve.  On the top of
cach page Dboth the divisional =system of the Rk
Samhita is maintained; thus on the right the division
into Mandalas, hymns and 'R(:—as are noted and on

the left the division of Asmka\ A(lhx ayas and Vargas

are marked. To maintain the svmmutry of the work
the remarks such as, ‘SEASAAA, ‘qar =T gEEAAV cte.
are inserted where they were wanting in the original,
just in the manner in which the author himself has
inserted them elsewhere, In many places it is found
that the passages cited from the texts such as the
Brhaddevata, Vedarthadipika ete. are very corrupt,
in'correct, and sometimes insufficient too; these have
beein duly restored from their original texts, now avail-
able in print.  Sowmetimes the readings of the “ar s MS.
have proved superior to even those of the printed texts.!

| 1. The important texts of this kind have briefly been
 reffered to on pp. v-vI
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The author of the Nitimanjari, out of V. ednbhft@‘:ya,
has selected generally the only one, viz. the Aitihasika
interpretation of Sayana wherever he gives two; many
times in ascertaining the word-meaning Dya Dviveda
has had direct recourse to the Nighantu and Yaskas
Nirukta, thus differing totally from Sayana; Panini’s
rules are briefly explained. Bat.all this sometimesleadsto
slight indistinetness of the meaning or explanation. To
remove this drawback, if it ever besuch, T have tuken care
tosupplement them with extracts {rom the Vedabhasya of
Sayana in the forniof copions foot-notes, Many a time
small particles and the words left have Dbeen restored
in the body of the work itself by enclosing them

in the brackets.

Sometimes one MS  quotes a legend {rom the
Vedabhasya and  another from the Brhaddevata or
Ve(lirt;h&cfipila{; in such cases T have brought both
of them together always with due remarks as regards
their source, This method is not my own. The author
himself cites many times the legends from Sayanass
commentary and the Brhaddevata both together; not only
this much, sometimes a third version of the legend from
Sadgurusisya’s Vedarthadipika also has been added.
Sometimes the legends of the Brhaddevata are begun
abruptly without any mention of its name only with
words such as ‘stegg’. There the due reference to
the Brhaddoevata is marked by the introductory words
such as ‘gav & gggaav ete.
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The Summary The work is a collection of some
fth
ofthe contents . . . .

of the 166 ethical maxims  which are
Nitimanjari always quoted at the Dbeginning

in a fow words such as ‘@wWgd = g Oor g&i
Frar Ay Tegd s cote. This maxim is  then
put in a verse the second half Dbeing intended
or reserved for the elicidation of it by adducing
some reference to the rea or its legend., Thus
these ver<es alko amount to the same number, viz. 166.
Then follows the anthor’s own commentary, where
the words are always explained with due references
to Panini’s sutras, rules of Patanjali’s Mahabhasya,
Nighantu, Nirukta cte.  Sometimes the anthor in his
own commentary even  adduces passages from the
axcillary texts of the Vedas such as the lmhnmnas,

Aranyakas and the Upanisads with the Srauta and
Grhya Sutras and  some times the parallel texts of
the Sambita itsclf are quoted, which fact be drays
profound knowledge of the Vedic texts on the part
of the author. In cach of these verses there is generally
only onc Vedic reference but sometimes there arce
two, the same verse being repeated twice in their
respective places.  Sometimes under the same maxim,
a number of Vedic verses arc quoted, thus leading
to the increase of the total number of verses which go to
amount to 188, It has been already told that these
Vedic verses are quoted and arranged according to
the order in the Rk Sambhita, thus being divided into 8

Astalms corr esl)onrlmw to those of the samhita?® The

1. Vide p. 230 whete no less than seven consecutive reas ave
quoted and explained; of also p, 289.

2. This order has hoen slightly reversed in the MSS which has
been marked on pp. 51 and 287 of this book.
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first Asmka has 50 verses and 55 reas; the second 14
and 15; the third 15 and 17; the fonrt,h 21 and 20,
the fitth 18 and 21; the sixth 19 and 26; the seventh 9
and 105 the eighth 20 and 24. The auther after quoting
the rca, proceeds to cite the isi, metre, deity, vidhana
and application of the Vedie verse by adducing  the
passages from their corresponding zxts and then
to explain the rea. on the modcel of Sayana. To e
niore correet, we m.n_y say that he has borrowed the
whole of the explanation {rom him, only exercising
the diserimination  in romoving  the irrole\:'cuf,
passages  from  it, accepting  always  only  one
explanation when there are two or more, and some-
tines rejecting Se_l..yum.t’.«; interpretation in the light of the
\Tin'h:mtu and Yaska’s Nirukta, This Vedic ONUICHERT
always preceded by some  legend cither {rom the
Vedubhasva itsel{ or where thereis no legend in the
Ved:\hh;;% a, it ix gought for from the other texts such
as the B Lh‘ld(l(‘ ata or Vedarthadipika. Sometines

the legends <'luote(1 in the Vedabhasya at the head of
some other reas are sought for for this purpose

elsewhere.

The originality of the author lies in quoting or
adducing the passages trom the varions ancillary texts
of the Vedas for the support of his statement.
These texts are quite difterent from those quoted by
Sayanacarya. For the application or viniyoga of the
rcas, Sayanacarya always (quotes Asvalayana Srauta
satra' whereas our author has m\avmblv qnotvd

- - /
L. Asvalayana Srauta ~md G rrhy‘x sutras are quoted only

once by our author where Sayana is silent. Cf. appendix 3.
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‘%:tmkhﬁv.un Srauta Sutra. Another su('h text, not at
all quoted by Sayana, is the Rk l’mtwal\hyi which is

used by our author in pomtmo out peenliarities of the
Samhitaand Pada texts. Our authox has always adduced

passages from the Kmmmkl. 1andyx and Sampdtha

Brahmanas where Sayanacarya passes on silently, thus
manifesting his acquaintance with these texts. Our
author’s perfect knowledge of the Nighantu and the
Nirukta is also quite manifest {trom the copious
adducement of the passages from these works, Intheend
the anthorhas many a time shown his close familiarity
with the Rk Sambita itselt hy adducing rveas paralle]

to those utilised in Nitimanjari,

Besides the citation of these principal and ancillary
texts of the Vedas, our author has often had a recourse
to the number ofclassical works bearing the same topie,
the chief of them being, Manu Smuriti, &":‘-njxmvalkvn
\mntl, Mahabharata, Bhagaw aduxta Ksemendra’s (¢ aru-
carya and Hitopadesa ete. The author thus has taken
much pains in making his book as learned, interesting
and wsefnl as he could.  After perusing the hook, one
cannot. but Dbe reminded of the words of D
Whitney on the need of the systematic commentary
upon the Rgveda',  That scholar  has remarked:—
“ That commentarvy should he as much better and
as much wider in its scope as it can be made by
the next generation of scholars; for it will certainly
not be the work of any one man alone; it is a mmnlti-
farious work for which many elaborate prepamtions

1. Vide W hltnoy Atharveda Vol T (” 0.8 ), pwﬁmcv p )
XXXVIL
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need yet to be made, Thus the parallel passages
from the Rgveda and the other texts must be noted
with completeness on the margin of the Rk. Samhita
opposite the padas concerned; thus again, Brihmana,
Srauta and Grhya and other texts appurtenant
to the Rgveda together with Epic and later
texts, should all be systematically rcad by scholars
familiar  with  Vedic themes and diction, and
with an cye open to covert allusion and reference,
and should be completely excerpted with the Rk
Sarmhita in hand, and with constant references made
opposite the Rk verses to the ancillary or illustrative
passages which bear upon them”.  This remark of
Whitney appropriately applies itselt to the number
of Reas explained in the Nitimaiijarl by our author.



The Author.

His personal Our knowledge of the authors personal

History. history is only from whatever he has told
us in his  Nitimanjari. The introductory verses
of the mss ‘& and v tell us much about this.
Besides, the colophon at the end of one ms. in Rajen-
dra Lal Mitra’s catalogue gives us definite information
about the date of our author,

The introductory verse in the commentary of this
book has a Detter reading in the catalogue which some-
how or other could not be included here.  The verse
reads as follows: —

stgprriEREsEa S tasy e |

aeq @zAmeEat miigagasitsag o
Trom thisit is uite clear that Dyw Dviveda’s parents
were Laksmi and Laksmidbara, his grand-father was
Atri, and his great-grand -father, Mukunda, 1In the
introductory verse of the book itself Dya Dviveda
has told us the same thing. Mukunda Dviveda must
have been a very learned man as Dya Dviveda  reveres
him above his father and grand - father, His family deity
seems to he the Sun-god who is mentioned as freed {rom
Rahn by the Atris, This leads us to infer that
Dya Dviveda might have Dbelonged to the Atri gotra,
The verses at the beginning of the ‘v’ ms, tell us some-
thing more about our author. Tt is told there that
this Mukunda Dviveda was the realiser of the essential
truth of the Vedas with their angas. Ie was conse-

1. et werenaY g i o
FrmgaeT sfaaifed aye
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- crated according to the rules of the Smrtis, and was
authority on. In the next verse the author speaks of
himselt as young, consecrated in the sacrificial session,
and owing tohis young age, less-talented, and was always
engaged in reciting the Sanhita-text in eleven ways!,
Fuarther  he  speaks of his abode as the ‘prosperous
Ananda inhabited by the gods and the carthly gods, viz.
the Brihmans,  This work being composed by a young
person is named as Yuvadipika®,

We are at a loss to make out whether the 91 ms.
was written first by him  without the commentary,
which must have afterwards beenelaborated by himin the
form of ‘&’ hecause he says in the next verse that this
{ Yuvadipika ) is composed of Slokas or verses full of
dutiful instructions, making its readers intelligent,
by having recourse to the ancient legends embedded
in the Samhita-text of the Rgveda® Then be calls
himselt’ meagre-talented and asks the more eflicient
to correct and improve upon it', He further apologises
bimself for not having given the commentary on the
verses by saying that they are too easy forthe purpose.’
Moreover, this inference makes itself reasonable when we
carefully mark the colophons at the end of each Astaka
of the mss. ‘& and 491’ both; in the former except at
end  of the sixth Astaka there are always at

1. &eq 7gr g gear gAIaisergienn |
TRITATHRE HRATUEAAT I
2. s s{AzERR gURETHITET |
/99 rfwar gemraam gahfes
3. fistry afeamed gera quaar
- AT} waen seaaer gIfear o
4. wadT Far gon=rataesfahn n
5. vl g wn 0
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the end the words ‘gifgazfacfed Rfmsatasy’
whereas in the latter ‘Atfawssaiae only.

Unlike the ‘@ ms. the author here quotes nowhere
either his name or the name of the work. But
both of these we can gather from the colophons at the
end of each Astaka of the ‘" ms. There be invariably
quotes the name or title of the work as ‘@faassq, and
atthe end of the second Astaka he adds an adjunct and
calls it the ¢ exposer of the meaning of the Reas?
(smraawfiat). At the beginning of the second and the
third Astakas hequotes his own name as ‘azafayg mga:”
or ‘f&IP =gar.t So no doubt is left as to the name
and identity of the author and the title of the hook.
The transcriber of the “a* ms. on his own authority
calls this work as ‘@zassd’; but this must he due to
the vedic subject-matter contained in it., More thanonce
our author has quoted his father’s name as ‘@sdiae’,
but at theendof the fifth Astakaof the ‘& and ‘@& mss,
the author describes himself as the son of Purusottama®
(gm“ta:r). Purusottama might he another name of Lak-
shmidhara, as it may well be, the two beirg synonymous.
If the th,imzmjarf itself’ is described in the 9pms, as
‘sgdawifindt, the Afasadarsa at the end of the

. gfa Nfarsgdt wamres: arg: or gfgEs: cte.
2. iy madawifiegt ARyl Gdvares: aam: 0
3. wuir Gfegrary 4t gufien gwiarg
fgedsed sary aafigangy |amg )
4. gy ifearearfs wewrary aged =)
adtdses srgra fZa argadt aerg 0
3. Cf. at the end of the first and seventh Astakas of this book.
6. Cf. pp. 253 of this book. B
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third and the fourth Astakas of the ‘&' ms. is called the
‘é‘r«?{rﬁﬂﬁm". It cannot be ascertained whether this title
FETAXFIL is a mere imitation of the name of Siyanacar-
ya's commentary. The name Dya Dviveda is seen written
as Dya Dvivedi also; Mukunda Dviveda is also written
as ‘@E+% = fFafzan in the first introductory verse of the
g ms. So we need not differentiate between the two
and prefer Dya Dviveda to the other, as Dr. Keith
appears to suggest in his article on this work. At the
beginning of the fourth Astaka he is once described as
AT F&A which might be the corrupt form of
LIS

Dya Drviveda was no doubt a Rgvedin belonging to
the Sarnkhayana Sakha as is amply horne out by the
texts of that Sakha which he is always fond of adducing
for the evidence in course of his commentary on both
the verses and the Vedic Reas. If Sayanacarya has always
adduced the Advalayana Srauta Sitra for the ritualis-
tic application of the Vedic Reas, our author invar-
iably quotes Sarikhayana Srauta Siitra without naming
it. Similarly he has often quoted the Brahmana, Ara-
nyaka, Upanisad and even the Grhya-Sutra of this
Sikha®,  In doing so he has nowhere imitated Sayana-
carya,

His native Belonging to the Samkhayana Sikha, it is

place.  most probable that our author Dya Drviveda
was an inhabitant of Anandapur which is situated
in North Gujarat. From the passage of the Mahirnava
we know that in North Gujarat there dwelt Bahvreas i. e.
Rgvedins who belonged to the Kausitaki Brahmana of

1. Cf. pp. 178 and 218 of this book.
2. Cf, appendix 3.
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the Sirkhayana Sakha!, The Vedic commentator Uvvata
also in the introduction of his Bhasya to the Rk Prati-
fakhiya names his native-place as Anandapur®, From this
an inference s drawn by scholars that Dya Dviveda
also might belong to  the same family to which Uvvata
belonged and that the other Veda which Dya Dviveda
knew must have hecn the white Yajuh of the Vajasancyi
Rakba. Dya Dyiveda often quotes passages from the
bdtd[)‘lthd Drahmana, and thus he was evidently
familiar with that Veda. Dut that much evidence is not
sufficient for making the definite conclusion of his helong-
ing to that Rakha. Dya Dviveda shows more familiarity
with the texts of the Simaveda than those of the
Yajurveda, He hasquoted the passages from the Tiandya
Maha-Brahmana, the Grhya texts of that Veda such as
‘gagE or wfuaud’, AT, mEEiE ot

1. ‘sAtiet 3% 3t age e 1 Rdafrrea e weangE
<

fesrar 1 This holds trme even now,

2. The name Uvvata suggests that he must have belonged to
Kashmir and thus Ananda.pur might be some other place
in that region and there must not necessarily be any connec-
tion between Uvvata and our author. But it should be
observed here that the custom of adopting fashionable
names of another province is not unknown at tho present
day. Vide the innnmerable Bengali names adopied in

“Ctujarat and other provinees, The same could be assumned
even in the time of vaaba.

3. In Kextus opinion the reference to Samagrhya on p. 119
of this booL belongs to  Gobhila Grhya 1IL 5. 8.
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The date of Ax to the date of our author we are very
the Author. fortunate in having its exact record in the
same ms. The descriptive colophon of the ms. in
tajendra Lal Mitra’s catalogue runs thus:—

“fzrsarsawgihg dafy gﬁ’sﬁ FrET ATTFEE
F0gat () Rafme ) ag@ awE nf%fﬁgrmq
a9 e FegAl faat afyelX mizdz i Aifmswd
aarauwdg, | fa sltagmfeimza dfansaaier
qret SEATYER: |HIE: ||

Dy Drviveda completed his Nitimafijari on the first
day of the waxing moon of the month of Magha, in
Samvat 1550, which corresponds to the year 1494
A, D. When Dr. Keith wrote his article in
1900, he was npot aware of this fact and he had
to disenss it from the internal  facts occurring
in the Nitimafijari arriving at the conclusion that
Dya Dviveda must have fourvished after  Sayana-
cirya and Sadgmmdisya, 1 c. between 1460 and
1600 A, D. Dr. Keith has now aceepted this
date of 1494 A. D in his history ot Sanskrit Literature
of the Oxford Press'.  The author of the Nitimanjari
(uotes ample excerpts from Siyapacarya’s Vedabhasya
£ 14th century ) and Sadgurudizyas Vedarthadipiki
(1184 A. D.) '

His scholar- In the days when our author flourished
:2;?1 sz:',: printing was unknown and there were
NitimanjarI. DO index volumes ot the Vedic texts as we
now have them. The scholars generally trusted their
memory in inviting or adducing evidence from the
varions texts., This inference can he amply horne

1. Cf pp.239, IL S. L. by A. B. Keith, 1928,
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out, by the manner adopted by Sayanacarya in writing
his learned cemmentaries on the main texts of the
several Vedas. Itisa well known and fully recognised fact
that Sayana first of all wrote his commentaries on the
texts of the Taittiriya Sakha and the order followed
there was firstly the Sarhhita, then the Brahmana
and the Aranyakas. Next when he undertook the
task of commenting the Rgvedic texts, the order fol-
lowed was quite the reverse, There he first commen-
ted upon the DBrahmana i e, the Aitareva Brahmana
and its Aranyaka and then on the Sambiti. The
reason of it was quite obvious, as himself tells us
that the commentariex on the DBrabmanas and the
Ara nyakas are useful for the elucidation of the Sambita-
text and thevefore they are taken up first; and excerpts
from these are required in commenting npon the Samhita
text’.  Now the quertion arizes: “why did rot
Sayana feel the difficulty when he first commented
upon the Taittiviya Samhita text ¢° The answer
is plain; he knew the Brihmana and the Aranyaka
of that Sakha by heart as he himself belonged to that
Sakha; but the case with the Reveda was quite other-
wise and therefore he has had recourse to the plan of
the sort mentioned above. Throughout the great
commentary of the Rgveda too we often find excerpts
adduced as evidence from the Taittiriya texts which
fact confirms the conclusion drawn by us,  Our anthor
always adduces the texts of the Kansitaki Sakha for the
confirmation of his elucidation, which undoubtedly points
to the conclusion that he knew those texts completely by

1. WREUERE 3 ey GRregEeifiearg wit s
qregFeeafd sweqay Wy q¥ ax aram“tzr:ui?a A ARH T
- gfearaeft sqrEqaey: o
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heart and thus he belonged to that Sikha. Moreover he
has quoted a number of parallel texts from the Rk-
Sarahitii itself which are rarely found in Sayapa’s
commentary. All this goes to bear out our statement
that he was a profound scholar of the Rgveda and
as his Sakha was Kausitaki, he knew fully all the texts
of that Sakha; hisattributessuch as ‘@sasamy, ‘Bjﬁﬁﬁ“’
‘qREUaRIeEy dfgarqEamT’ ete go to show that he
was a great Vedic scholar of his days, and he not only
knew those texts by heart, but understood their meaning
also and had performed many sacrifices to bear the
title of ‘&rmgsar. We have no authority to point out
that he mastered the Mimamsia philosophy but it is
highly probable that he knew it tor his ritualistic purpose,
He was a great ritualist no doubt and as such he knew
and quoted many Brahmanas and Aranyakas of the
other Vedasas well as ofhis own Veda too. e hasquoted
the Aitareya Brahmana with its Aranyaka and Up-
nisads, Advaliyana Srauta and Grhya Sitra too once
each, He has often quoted Tandya Maha Brahmana,
the Satapatha Brahmapa and the Grhya texts
of the Samaveda, '

Ile had studied fully the Samkhiyana Srauta
andd Grhya Sitras as they belonged to his own Sikhi;
besides he knew the Sitra texts of the Sikala or
Aitareya Sakhd of the Rgveda and some Sitra
texts of the other Vedas also. He knew - almost
all the supplementary texts (afiffrg-zea) of the
Rgveda. e. g the Rk-Pratisikhya, Rgvidhana,
Katyayana’s Sarvanukramani with its commentary
Vedarthadipika by Sadgurusisya, Brhaddevati, ete, He
has shown his full familiarity with, the ¥edic Angas, the

4.
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chief of them being Panini and Yaska. His knowledge
of Panini’s grammar is not all borrowed from Sayana
as the scholars in their respective articles have tried
to infer; we are struck with his originality when we
sce that he has composed some Dvandva compounds
of a new style such as ¢ gsufggatm=a s (p 90),
¢ gegifanEy ' (p. 126 ) on the authority of the Istis
or the rules particular to the P'atafijali’s Mahabhasya. He
was a sound grammarian as will be seen by the manner
in which he proceeds to prove the formation of the
word ‘ gaaw? (p. 138 ), which differs much trom
that ot Sayana’s.

Tt should not Dbe imagined that Dya Dviveda
quoted Nirukta from Siayana’s Bhisya and made
very few references to the Nighantu. This inference
might be due to the ignorance that the Vedic
scholars from the hoary times in the past until now,
without exception commit the texts ot the Astadhyayi
of Papini and the Nighantu with the Yiiska’s Nirukta
on it, to memory, whether they understand them or
not. Kven now the ordinary Vaidikas of Benares can
quote these texts by heart correct to a syllable, as is
witnessed by me oftentimes; how could then a scholar
like Dya Dviveda, possessing deep knowledge of classical
Sanskrit as is evident from his own composition,
be lacking in fist-hand knowledge of Yaska's
Nirukta and should have borrowed wholesale from
Sayana 2 One can find many a reference to Yaska’s

1. These two being copulative compeunds, naturally ought to
have been as EXfggafrmify, and gFataress: in plural,
The author quotes the authority of the Isti ‘@af g=gY fawrer
gxazaf’ from Fatanjali's Mahabhasya for his forms used
in singular number, ’
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Nirukta in the body of this book  whete Siyanacarya
issilent.  As to the Nighantu, owr author unlike
Sayana is very fond of quoting everywhere in hoth
his© own and the Vedic commentaries. No
Jess than 25 veferences can be traced in the first Astaka
only. We can very well see the author’s mastery on
the Nighantu if we turn onrselves to his composition
of 4 Anustubh verses on the pages 249-250 of this
hool\. These are woven out ol obsenre words {from
the Nichantu, such ax have taxed the energy of some
(xemmn Orientalists', _

Our author being o first-rate \cth(* scholar, it will
be a folly to think that he did not know phonetics
( fig=an ), the fivst of the six Vedangas®  This anga of
the Veda it even now recited by every ordinary student
of the Yeda in India everywherve. Kalpa or rituals
includes Sranta and Grhya Satras of which we have
spoken already,  Grammar and Nirukta too have
been discussed.  As to  metre, our author’s study
seems to be even move comprehensive.  Hix profi-
ciency in this subject is cspecially witnessed in the
eighth mandala of this hook.®  His knowledge of vedie
metre 15 not only indebted to the Rk-Pratisikhya,
Kityayana's Savvanukramant and Sadgurudisya’s com-
mentary on it, but also to the study of the Pingala Stitra
with Halayndha’s commentary on it.! As to Jyotiza or

1. Cf. Oerel JAOS 16, ce. XI; Weber: Indische Studien
9. 38 ct seq.

2. These six. Vedangas are namely f@ar ( Phonctics ), #&%
( rituals ), sgrRTA ( Crammar ), f&® ( etymological exegysis ),
gzd_ (etre ), SqHfaa (astronomy ).
3. Cf. pp. 256-58 ct. seq. 1
4. He has quoted from Halayudha's commentary a gnomic
‘and didactic verse as an example on p. 257 of this book.

s



( xxiv )

astronomy direct evidence is not available to ascer-
tain the author’s knowledge in this subject, but the
epithets such as swgFar etc. indicate that the know-
ledge of astronomy is unavoidable for sacrificial
purposes.

It is now an admitted fact that Dya Dviveda
for his commentary on the Vedic Rcas relied wholly on
Sayanicarya; yet the charge brought against him that
“the borrowing from Sayana is done carelessly, and
that when we subtract from the total of (uotations in
the Nitimafijari those passages which are simply borro-
wed from Sayana’s commentary, we have little left and
this little is of no importance” has no justitication.
We have already marked his originality in (uoting
these texts of his Sakha of which Sayana has made no
mention, Sayandcarya was no doubt a thorough scho-
lar of Vedic and Sanskrit grammar and Mimirsa; our
author’s knowledge of classical Sanskrit when compared
with that of Sayanacarya wmight have Dbeen much
poorer; but as a Rgvedic scholar our author seems
to have surpassed even the famous Sayanacarya,
Sayanacarya has nowhere explained the peculiarities
of the Samhita and Pada-pathas; he has always quoted
the texts of the Taittiriya Veda simply for the reason
that he belonged to it. Sayana has nowhere so often
quoted Pritisikhya and Rgvidhana etc. as our
author has done, In quoting the parallel passages

“of the Rk Samhita too our author has excelled
Sayana greatly. Owing to his less proficiency in
grammar and Mimamsa particularly, and classical
literature in general, he thought it wise to depend
~upon Sayana for his Vedic commentary; and there he
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has not been without his discrimination. Xe has
given preference to only one meaning out of two or
three which Sayana is very fond of adducing.
Sometimes our author has rejected Siyana’s meaning
on the strength of the evidence he could find in the
Nirukta or Nighantu. He could not have quoted
Samkhiyana Srauta Siatra or others in such a
masterly way unless he knew them fully well.

The scholars who have laboured utmost in
committing the Vedic texts to memory, can hardly be
expected to De to the same extent conversant with the
classical literature and philosophy. 1f it is not wholly
impossible, it is nearly next to it. Nowhere there are
signs to show that the great Vaidikas like Sayanacarya,
mastered Navya Nyaya. Classical philosophers and first
rate pandits of Navya Nyaya have never claimed profi-
ciency in Vedic lore. If Siyanacarya had been a great
Vaidika, his hrother Madhavacarya was a great philoso-
pher. One has fulfilled the deficiency of the other.
Taking this fact into consideration, our author should
be excused for his less proficiency in the knowledge of
general Sanskrit Literature. Yet he has shown sufficient,
ingenuity in composing verses, he has knowledge of
Smrti  texts and Mahabharata and Bhagavadgita,
and possesses mastery of using grammatically
correct words with the full knowledge of their
formation in his composition. This much knowledge
of Sanskrit clagsics is much for such a great Vaidika,
Therefore the remark— «if the vedic knowledge of
the author was sufficiently small in quantity and
«(uality, no Dbetter acconnt can be given of his
classical literature”— is not to be regarded as correct.



General estimate of Nitimanjari.

(a) Niti as compared with that existing
in other similar works.

The cheif object which the author of this work
entertained in his mind whilé composing it, is very well
told by himself in the very beginning of the work thus:
“The author speaks on the group of ethical maxims
already revealed to us, by dwelling upon the significance
contained in the texts of the Reas, the Brahmanas and
the Siitras” (AfrefEagrata sagasaarats, e
#tfarsaciafm ) Forther he continues by defining the
tul“ ‘Sl o ﬁ‘uﬁ: « Eﬁa’-ﬂﬁlcﬂrﬂTI m ”m |
st | qear wswd Afasay —Niti s that law which
bids us to act i a right way and forbids us to act 1in
a wrong way. It consists of both injunctions and pro-
hibitions.  Where there is a collection of such Jaws
it is termed ‘@famssde. Then, what is the object
of laying down such laws 2 The reply is ‘gat m?ar
s ofyoad fértf%ﬁa%’»—if one knows this, one will
take pleasure in performing his duty and will shun the
,ol)l)oxit(r- Thus we shall see that in every verse there is
embedded some ethical maxim or other which is after-
wards illustrated by means of the instance quoted ﬁom

the Rgveda.

- We know that according to the Shastras every
human  being should incessantly endeavour to attain
the four-fold human acquisitions called gweads.,, These
four are nominated as a#, =1df, =\ and AtE; of these
‘®q and ‘“®W’ are the natural ohject to which each and
every person born in this world is drawn by nature.
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They can be acquired by means of hoth st and  spas,
i.e. rightly as well as wrongly. To acquire them rightly
is always commended and the otherwise censured. Our
author has attempted to include all these three in this
work, praising the good coming out of. right means
and threatening evil out of wrong means. The fourth
acquisition, viz. ", is simply hinted at, and shown that
it will come of itsclf when these three are duly practised.

Thus we shall classify all the Niti verses of this
book under three ov four broad heads. Leaving the first
two or three introductory verses aside, all others tell us
about the ethical maxims that fall cither under the
category of Dharma, Artha, or Kama, The following
classificationin a tabular form will enable the readers to
form some concreteidea as to how the ethical principles
are aimed at by the author.

Name Hotal No, lfl’l‘g%:l Artha[Kama. [Moksa.
Astakas. of verses, 1 11 I | 1v
I 50. | 3| 17 1|1 | x
: Here three versesareintroductory ones.
1I 14 3 7 4
111 —_.4.15 o 2 - 7—--~- 5 1
v —~-—»-;21 _-.5 12 4 S
v 18 6 | 6 | o
VI | 19 2 | 12| s
VI 9 e | 5 | 2|
VIII 20 4 8 8
166 3 41 68 53 1
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This division is not to be taken as strictly logical,
each one quite indépendent of the other; many of them'
are very likely to overlap one another. There can be a
difference of opinion whether a particular verse indi-
cates Dharma only, Artha taken singly, or Kiuma,
alone, or it indicates two or all of them taken together,
For instance, the verse 131, ‘ruean: froar f&ur? involves
in fact, all the categories. To revere vipras or learned
Brahmans is onew daty; but the benefit resulting
out of it is also mentioned by the word ‘safeafrar
which involves Artha and Kama both. Naturally
the (uestion arises: which is the chief principlé
predominating in it; the Artha, i e, w{ga is not at
all prominently implied here; the bow also is not regar-
ded as an unavoidable duty, but it is left to one’s own
will; and the cheristing of such a will i3 commended.
So it has been classed by me under the third category
nanied Kama. There is one verse which has the divect
effect on the philosophy of salvation, viz. the verse numn-
bered 76 in this book., Theve is another verse no. 87,
which directs a path for the preparation of being fit to
acquire the fourth category, namely, moksa. The same
is to be understood in each case. One thing which is
remarkable about these verses is that they imply - or
assert the ethical maxims that are generally uinversal
truths and the author’s mind is not fixed’ upon making
these verses divectly didactic as those of the Niti-
hatal\a of Bhartrhari or othcrq '

'lht‘ duthor in the course of his Lonlmmtarv has
alluded to Ksemendra’s Carucaryd, which seems to-
have been a model before him. The veresof the Caru-
caryad generally contain illustrations from the Puranas,

- Mahabharata and Ramiyana, the popular mythology
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of his days. OQur author has selected such illustrations
from the stories related in the Vedic mythological texts
such as Siyanacarya’s commentary, Brhaddevati or
Sadgurusisyars Vedarthadipikia and once or twice, the
author has quoted Akhyanas which cannot be traced
in these three main works! In order to enable the
veaders to form an exact idea of the similavity between
the verses of the Nitimaijari on the one hand, and Ciru-
carya® or some similar work on the other, the following
oxtracts ave given, There ave 25 dlokasin which the first
linc of the verse in both the works in practically iden-
tical. T shall quote here all these with reference to
their number in their respective works.  On the
page 286 of this book withont any rcference to its
source is found quoted a verse which is  traced
in printed Carucaryd as No. 47.

1. Pp. 141, 267 and 306;

2. Out of four extracts from this work in Nitimanjar only one

on page 170 has been traced in the printed =rewgf of
Fregmrar group L, the others being left nht;-accd.
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Nitimanjari.
No. Verses.
9. wmra< faad wear -
T | ARYE |
13. fRemEoaid aR-
fepamgany |
29 e e AT HALS
gfafasgar
a |gTagita: wfata-
feagmEaa: |
frsaEl A7 Fasal 9@
wrar afy fEa: .

43,

50.

2. falgaaTs, S
Q&R ATFAET | TUFT-
AT A AT qrA-
FoaFaq |

. qFgIAgARDNAT FA-
T @ |,

78. AYAAILIEE: EATEA-
AMTRALF | TRATRete.

84. n¥CAET Fata Aat
g aafag | guitadio

87. ¥AT gTd SE A
gaSIat v | [WEt-
a1 Gat g waatfa-

- ad g4t |

Carucarya.
No. Verses,
96. wrat fFad A A
amTaq |
50, feammTaTraw @ 7=g-
T fsaggany |
83. gfqegagwaEE a -
g argafTag |
9. « axyrata: wafaia
frggaEs: |
a gt el fsars
sty TALq | g4l I
T wlard ga: gl
fagTa:
iz TR
TEETGAET, | ar
FATGIETT Ak WA
FRFAJALN
3. A @MAGARAITAN F-
nzai fua: | gfswt
& autdt @2 FuzEg-
aarg il
. AGAATIEE: TEATATT-
IATRAF | ATZT: WHRATH -
| SYASTEATIAAAG,
36. AT Fata aar
g qeafyg | gHor-
fasisuTsga: YR
fagTgar
95, IUPAY FIY aN_A-
sfam@a | @ g+
Fysite: gagat aftgw:

10.

29.

-~

<
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Nitimagjari.
No. Verses.

92, @t gequstriindtam G-
aF: gt WAL .

99. % GrATTIREAT (-
fragasacy | aEdwE
FAt Ty TgeAT GOSN
HUTSH |

TAEE 94 A IR
fas: gavag: | A

101,

103, uiasiaar w19 wgal
AaTan | {Fgisao

120, ATHATHIEIHIG FETLT-
ot f eac | AdsTE

ahat:e

123 & gstm'a'ﬁ‘qaé’ 57;?
T FURT | giiia-
sy g wiasgEar

BN

180, 9w g G
o FEla awlEag |
qiﬂ‘ﬂ?ﬁo

136. q¥ai gt Fats Qg=d
gl | Hiycdo

Carucaryi.
No. Verses.

58. mfrx faer Rgar &
fregy: get wlg |
affr  FeEnseRfeR
g+ frggama: |

67, gemTrIAgTqy fHar-
faagamay | v
w3t get freafa-
[AsHATTA

93, TAl a9 TAETAT 9
TAGTIIV |ATETTh
TraTat FTEEE: Fat
= |

35, quegaw FAdfla wwat
ARTIT | EFAAATE,
€T THFEATHA: |

20, ARATATTAFT ST
qt f& T | agwEt
FFWTE, TR LITAT
AN

S0.agaw AT R

FAT=A | gstiaasmgea-
ST FITGETTGR: I

89, qUUwEE H@awart
Fata Geaara | A
WEE, g8 gagal-
gat fagq |

30. q¥at sAVT Failw 4-
g war: frae -
geam Tt aErE

WAQTAR |
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Nitimafjart. ’ Carucaryd. -
No. Verses, No. Verses.
148, ngaay  fygned & | 55, wggewR @i T

Falg TARAER | Qa0 | pata EARE T | “‘%W
| et fage:  gwITEr

fea=aq
153, 7 sitfsa: sgz: warg | 29 SfwEr 7 wdgtee
METTRITA: | T TETEEEE: | g
Tt A gt gEam TEEDTIT AT FAT-
g{atar: n . twasaaza, 1
156, a: gataeit gt | 59 T FTATEEA T
' :ﬁf%n:raq;x nGTo difaagtay | afagear-
gy frynfam faa-
fema:
158, gy wrt aftmmaner- | 75, agxiai astad e
SHISTFT A% |7 | ghefratfadta | swez1-
f‘gvnaw'icu RCIRE S
FTSTRTETL: I
159, fagmifafaded a@is- | 7. sfigwafod awga-
it wSisad fFse ) quAgEa: | gadrsta-
qrd THo | Tfed et fasmiar-
gAsAT |l

Similarly the verses 42 and 145 resemble the verses
of the Hitopadesa in their first line,  This leads us to
the conclusion that our author wanted to utilise as
many moralmaxims as he could for his purpose of
illustrating them with Vedic examples while reflect-
ing upon the morals to be derived from the rcas
of the Samhiti of the Rgveda, It was his innocent
object to enable the Vedic students to understand
the meaning of the mantras they learnt and recited
~correctly to a syllable or accent, e wished in
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his heart of heart that they shonld realisc what
Yaska announced that “the Vedic Reas recited
without making out their signification is as inetlective
as a dry fuel put into the fireless hearth!”, Sayanacarya’s
commentary is a very learned one; an ordinary student, can
hardly follow it; so our author’s intention was to make
important and useful mantras or reas more intevesting
by joining them with the moral stories and explain-
ing them with as many accessory Vedic and classical
texts as he could.  In so doing he has utilised and
taken help from such popular works as Carnearyd,
Hitopadesa ete.

Therefore it is needless to examine these verses in
the light of poetic composition.  Our author hias never
claimed himself to be a poet.  His study of mythology
of the classical literature throngh the Mahabhirata,
the Bhagavata, and the Visnupurana was a vast one
and it must have been that kind of reading which has
tempted the author to extract similar verses from
Vedic mythology, particularly tov the Vedie students
and in general for others,

(b) Vedic Reas and their Bhasya.

The Vedic Reas which have been relected for the
purpose of Nitimadjiri ave generally those which are
tamiliar to the orthodox community even for ordinary
ritualistic purposes such as Agnihotra Homa and house-
bold inaugurations (m@r gwwiz ). All of these Reas
are often utilised in Srauta sacrifices such as wfiagiw,
E\Tfﬁﬁ‘lu, ATZ FY, 58l ote. is clear from the veference
made to the Sarmkhayana Srauta Sutra in each case.

L. ggapftanfamd s wead :
Ty st 7 aeTafy wikfag o N L 19,
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Besides they are connected with some legend or other
which fact has led the author to draw morals from them
and illustrate them by referring to a few words inserted
into the verses indicating the summary of the story
itself, Such Rcas are 188 in number. This number
exceeds the number of the verses in Nitimafijari by 22;
this is due to the fact that a few verses have been the
subject of two stories—one described on the spot and
the other after a few Reas ave over, in their proper place
following the order of the division in the Rk-Samhita',
Sometimes a number of Reas are quoted consecutively
under the same verse as is witnessed on pp. 230, 290,
and 328; Every Rk bears a proper connection with
the story and sheds much light on the connection of
the preceding and following Reas of the hymn to which
it belongs. In the Sayanacarya’s bhasya we sec the
story depicted generally at the beginning of the hymn,
but our author is fond of selecting only one or two
Reas of that hymn in which the story is prominently
hinted at. Itis often found in the hymns that the
Reas contained in it stand independent of one another,
But this is not the case cverywhere and mnch less
in thehymns from which the Rcas in the Nitimafijari
are taken. The aunthor has not failed to select
number of Rcas from the same hymn if they have
served his purpose of giving out some moral bearing
relation with some myth or other. He has quoted nearly
the whole of the hymn of the Advins®, ( arag®, o
Lt Re% ) every Rk in which refers to some peculiar feat
of the Advins which is described by means of a legend
in the Vedabhasya or the Brhaddevata.

1. Cf. verses 33, 39, 64, 124, 149; ete,
2. R.V.I 116.
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As these Reas always bear relation to some legend
or other, they have not been found very difficult for the
understanding of the general readers. Even the beginners
of Vedic studies can easily follow them. The moral
point bearing on them is first made clear by quoting a
verse in general and this is further commented and
made quite clear. After quoting the Rk the author
describes first the legend connected with it and then
its rclation in ritual and other auspicious pnrposes and
further he proceeds to explain it; in explaining the Reas,
the author has taken care to sclect only the necessary
explanation that is needed to understand the Rk in the
light of the legend desciibed. This method of the anthor
has been blamed by some scholars by saying that “this
borrowing from Siayana is done carelessly; alternative
readings arc usually omitted; difficult grammatical
remarks are left out, or merely alluded to so brietly as
to be unintelligible without Sayana’s text; many of the
passages quoted at length in Sayana arve merely referred
to by the first few words or reduced to simplicity by
the easy process of omitting all that is difticult”.
It must be borne in mind here that the author wanted
to explain the Iicas only so far as to throw light
on making their meaning clear to undersatnd the rela-
tion of it with the legends and the moral lessons to be
derived from them. Therefore the author has omitted
all that he thought irrelevant for his purpose. In
doing this he has taken care to make his commentary
symmetrical throughout. Siyanacaryd’s Vedabhisya is
much detailed at the very beginning. It triesto jot down
all the grammatical points in the first three mandalas
of the Rgveda and especially in the first Astaka of his
commentary. If we turn to his comimentary from the
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4th mandala onwards, we secthat he hardly refersto the
so-called important peculiarities of grammar except in
the tenth mandala where he seems to have paid attention
again to that subject. Had our author followed Siayani-
cirya’s commentary, the same thing would occur here
too. If he has omitted all that is diflicult in  the begin-
ing, who was it that snggested points in explaining
the Reas of the family mandalas where Sayandcarya is
utterly silent'? Morcover Sayanacarya has neverreferred
to the Rk ~Pratisikhya in order to explain the pecu-
Liarities of the Sambitia and Pada-texts; our author has
done it throughout. Our author refers not only to
Nirukta but many times to Nighanty also which
latter is hardly referred to by Siyanacarya. We have
already made mention of the fact that onr author was
highly conversant with the text of Nighantu, so much
s0, that at one place (on page 249-50) he has composed
verses woven out of the words from Nighantu which
are unfamiliar to the classical Sanskrit, DBesides the
author’s originality lies in (uoting the texts of the
Brihmanas, Aranyakas, Upanisads, Srauta and Grhya
‘Sutras which go to confirm the meaning implied in the
Reas, Here author’s method is often quite indepen-
dent of Siyana. Our author’s passages referring to the
Brahmana in general term ( gfq sitmat ) always belong
to the Kausitaki; so also is the case with the Kranyaka
and Upanisads. Sayapacarya is fond of referring to the
Taittiriya and Aitareya and hardly cver to Kausitaki.
Thus our anthor has preferred to be as independent of
Sayana as he could. Oftentimes our author prefers
the words-meaning according to the Nirukta where
Sayanacirya tries to give his own meaning following

L. Cf. Any Rk from the mandala IT to VIL,
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Panini’s dhatupiatha’.  On page 202, it will he seen
that the word ‘®=1Z? is explained by Sayana as Tr@g-
gAY, but our author quoting the anthority of the
Satapatha Brahmana explains the word as =rismzaust.
On page 245, the word =397 is explained hy “Sayana as
s Ha; hut our author on the authority of the Nighantu,
which is quoted immediately atter, explains it as ‘q3q,
These instances have been (uoted here for the readers to
havea glimpse at the minnte ditterences that are marked
in our author’s commentary. Sometimes there are no
legends in the Vedabhasya at all; on such occasions our
-~ author’s sources have been the Samhiti, the Brhaddevata
or  Sadgurndisya’s  Vedarthadipikd®  In adjusting
lz.egvnﬂs too he bas nowhere followed Siyanaciarya.
Many Jegends are met, with in Sayanabhasya clsewhere?,
which our anthor has adapted them for his purpose,
wirere he has made Sayanacavya his guide.  Our
author has shown also much originality in quoting
oftentimes the parallel passages of the Rlk-Samhita
itself, the indebtedness of which does not, fall to the
credit of Sayana.  Thus our author, although following
Sayana literally for commentary’s sake, has struck a
new path of explaining Reast.

oL opp. 183, 209,292, 223, 225, 239, 215,

2. CR pp. 14, 15, 63,73, 119 ete.

3. CL pp. 116, 120,121, 180, 205,820 eto.
Sce Appendix 3 of this book.

4. Dr. W, D. Whitney’s ideas about the systematic method
of explaining Reas are somewhat similar to the method

followed by our author. Vide pp. XII, XIII above,
6
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e) Works utilised, its indebtedness to them.
b3 )

Next to the Vedabhasya, the work widely utilised
in the Nitimaiijari by the author is the Brhaddevata.
From the kst of storics from this work it is clear that
this legendary work, the index ef the deities of the
Ryveda consists of 42 total number of stories. Out of
these 42, our author utilises no less than 85 or S6;
of these many ave related along  with  the prose
legend from the Sayanabhasya and sometimes with the
pavallel legend deseribed always with slight difference m
the Vedarthadipika, the commentary on Katyiayana's
Sarvanukramani,  Sometimes the short, petty legends
deseribed in the Sarvanukramani itzelf have al-o heen
utilized.

I'n utilising these lecends the author has taken care
to sift them and describe such portions of them as
he thought necessary for hi< prrpose. Invo doing his
attempt, though praizeworthy, has made the legend
start, abruptly and end with finishing the context of the
story.  The text gnoted in this book by the author
has been much useful for A, AL Macdonell in editing
his text of the Brhaddevati.  That scholar, though
utilising it for his purpose, has lett. many places vet
doubtful zome of which T have tried to make clear
in my foot-notes.  The verses quoted in the ms. are
rather corrupt, and thus they cannot he fully relied vy on.

Next to the Brhaddevati the authors extensive
authority is  Nighautu and ity commentary called
Yaska’s Nirukta.  Many words explaincd Ly Sayana
by the grammatical method have been rejected by the
anthor and have been explained on the authority of the
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Nighantu and Nirukta, our author thus being fully
conversant with these two texts.

Next the important authority which is our authoi’s
own seleetion is the Samkhiyana Srauta Sitra. This
point has not heen noted by the scholas who have
written articles on the Nitimanjart.  Keith, without
convnicing himself, has asserted thathe has copied the
passages of the Asvaliyana Sttra given in the Sayana-
bhasya which is wholly incorrect. Tt is these passages
from this text which have supplicd ws with
a clie to the fact  that  ouwr author belonged
to the Samkhayana  Sikha of the Rgveda  He
knew it by heart and as he assuimes the title of
@Az, we can fairly say that he always atilised it in
ritualistic performances, which fact is made clear by
the manner in which he has quoted them in this
hook. Once or twice he quotes the Advaliyana text
alxo by name, and o does the 5@ texts of Advaluyana
and Kausitaki both.

Iatyayana’s Sarvaponkramani also is used by our
anthor widely.  We need not suppose that he has
borrowed this from Sayannearya.  Nay, he knew it by
heart and he bas  taken care to quote out of it
only that mnch portion which he thought relevant in
explaining the Vedie passage under the topic.

Another work our author independently made
use of in explaining the Reas is the Kausitaki Brah-
mana to which he always refers by the general term
F@mE or ‘EEmar. Somcetimes by this term he has
implied the Aranyaka text of this work'. If Aitareyo-
panisad is named, the general term Upanizad indicates
CEftafE always.

L CL pp. 125, 137, 159 ete.
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Though Sadgurusisya’s Vedar thadipika is sometimes
quoted along with the Brhaddevata, it often has served
the purpose ot being a link in the chain of the stories
related by our author, Thus Vedarthadipika is quoted
independently on pp. 21, 63, 199, 226, 333, where no
legend either in the Vedabhasya or in the Brhaddevata
appears. Some of them have Dbeen met with in the
Vedabhisya too; but our author’s source for this
should be regarded as the Vedarthadipiki and not.
Siayanacirya; because many times our author names it
as wgwAGAT or TILAEZ etc.

Next our author’s originality is shown in quoting
the text of the Rk.-pratisakhya which is his own
invention, He has largely utilised this text and we
meet with its passages from generally all the patalas
from the beginning to the end. The discussion on metre
15 very interesting and bears main relation to this text.
Without the help of this work it is impossible to make
out the variations occurring hetween the Sambita
and the pada-texts of the Rgveda. From this work
our author has quoted about 150 Siitras in all.

Moreover, his indebtedness to Panini, Kityayana
and Tataijali is out of question. He twice refers to
the Istis of Pataiijali and though his reterences to
Panini are almost all included in the Sayanabhasya
his orginality too has appeared here and there, thus
confirming our view that he was a sound scholar of
Grammar,

The important. Vedic texts which contribute to his
wide knowledge of them helonging to the Sakhas other

L Cf pp. 21,
2. Cf pp. 69, 120,
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than his own are especially Tandya Mahabrahmana of
the Simaveda, the Satapatha Brahmana of the
Vijasaneyi Sakha. The other minor texts of the
Siamaveda referred to by owr author are the ®mIyQ
( most probably Gobhila Grhya as Dr. Keith asserts ).
and the wwaztg which are also the supplementary
texts -of the Samaveda,

Another supplementary  text  which  deserves
mention in pointing out. the author’sorginality is the
Rgvidhana which is more than 23 times (uoted.
Siyanicarya, on the other hand, is not particular in
quoting this text so often. Its high use has heen
established and accepted among the orthodox Vedic
scholars for the Dbencfit arising from recitation of
particalar Vedic Reas for magic purposes.

As to the Taittiriya and Satyayana texts of the
Vedas, it must be confessed that our anthor has followed
Siyana.

There are one or two legends depicted in the Anus-
tubh metre on the pages 267 and 306, the source of
which I have not yet been able to trace. It may Jead
to infer that, our author, had at his disposal, some other
traditional unknown works besides the Vedabhisya,
Vedarthadipika and the Brhaddevata.,  We are not in
a position to say anything more on this topic at present.

Besides the full knowledge of the Rk- Sarhitd
these are the Vedic texts in particular which have been
utilised by our author inour Nitimaiijari for various
purposes. But the scholars looking at these texts from
the modern point of view have not realised their impor-
tance. They say, “So latea work can of course
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interest stndents of Sanskrit. Literature and mythology
only in so far as it preservesancient material which has
otherwise not been handed down or affords assistance in
finding the text of the extant works.” I shall now ask
the readers themsclves to judge the remark made on
our author.  “ If the Vedic knowledge of the anthor
was sufficiently smiall in quantity and quality, no better
acconmt can be given of the knowledge of classical

Jiterature.”

The works of classical ealrure ntilised by owr author
in his Nitimanjari, as have heen already pointed out are
those of the Mababharata, Viznupurana, Bhagvadgity,
Manu and Yajiavalkya Smrti, and verses, gnomic and
didactic, as they appear in Caruearyd, Hitopadesa ete,
Once Atmavrtti is alo quoted for the philosophical
point.  Many verses of gnomic and didactic character
have been lett untracod.

(d) Its contribuvion to Vedie Mythology.

The Vedic deities that have been referved to in the
conrse of the arrangement of the Reasare comparatively
few in number. They are, in brief, =fiq, g7z, |9,
arafa, wiygat, aftaT, ww, qra, w7, ana:, /e, A,
A, azw arg: and some abstract deities such as the
war-weapons, the knowledge ete. As the Nitimafijari
is a book based on_legends, it s very likely that it
shonld contain many danastutis of kings, such as those of
A9 N7, aw cle. The Reas presided by the deit-
ies wtfim and zeg top the list.  Some 26 Reas deseribe
Agni, those praising Indra nnmber abont 60; then
come the Reas pra aising the (.clostml phvsw ians ‘mmuut-

1. A, B. Keith in h\h article on the l\wunanytu in .]R.Ah.
1900, PP 127.
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ing to 21 in a single hymn namely 116th of the first
mandala; one or two independent Reas also may be
found relating to this deity. The Reas praising Rbhus
are 4 or 9, of maruts some 5 or 6, of Gf'\qa'r\, wIT, 9
and sz do not exceed the number 2 v cach case. The
Reas in enlogy of the Rivers are 4, one Rk praises
\'\'zu evs  @rq:) and two praise divectly Sarasvati. Two
Reas refer to the deity Yama, in the  funous agart-
L, and seven reter to Vavunain the seventh man-
dala of Vadistha. The famons Rk ( R. 1. 24 ) under
which the story of Sunpahéepa is deseribed helongs to
the deity ‘g or Prajapati. Others are in praize of
the donations received Dy various Bsis or singers of the
Reas. Inmany Reas of Indra the wsurers vizo Panis
are censured, becauze  they never spent theiv wealth in
sacrifices and pleasing  the god Indra Dy extracting
Scma juice.  Others bear upon the domestic know-
ledee of the houscholders.

Tt is needless to seek in the works of sueh a type ax
Nitimanjari some new knowledge contributing to that
ot the Vedie mythology that is already met with in
the Sambita texts, especially in that of the Rgveda, The
main ohject. of the hook is to diaw morals from the
existing information of that mythology.  Thus it the
Nithmaijari does not in a way add anything new to
our knowledge of the Vedic mythology, it does make
it more interesting by deseribing it under the carh of
various interesting legends which ave not described  as
they stand, but we are told how they are to he looked
upon by us as illustrations to teach certain lessons
{from them. Thus the various weak traits of
human, nay divine nature are shown even in the two
hichest and most revered deitics such as Aeni and
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Indra. We ave told that Agni always hestows upon us
wealth but that depends upon our good deeds in the
past; Indra was so fond of Soma juice!, that for
that purpose he is not ashamed ot ‘l:)mmmg,, and going
anywhere and even beceming a ram.  He can show
partiality to those who worship him by performing
Soma sacrifices and punish those that board wealth
for their own purpose.  Similarly we are told of the
Rbhus and Adsvins that they, even attaining to the
divine status, do not give up their former protession of
architects and physicians.  Our author seems  to have
paid particular attention to the description of Danastutis
i e. eulogies of yoyal donations; this ay perhaps
be owing to the motive he entertained that the kings
should learn lessons fiom these and  he  ready te
promote  ritualistic caures, in the sawe manper as
the Rovedic kings did. Many legends throw light  on
practical wisdom which can be hrought ander the cate-
gory of economies awl the domestie seience,  The fam-
ous FuAMEATT tells us about the close relation of
brother and sister, pointing ont at the same time the
resolutencss as well as weaknpess in the nature of
both, Similavly we are told how to draw morals from
the dialogue ot the Aila king Purdvavah and the
celestial nymph, Urvas,

Brhaddevati or Savanicarya’s bhisya or fadgnru-
Gisya’s Vedwthadipikia relate stories in the form of
legends and leave ns to interpret them in any lght we
like., But the author of the Nitimanjari has brought
home his own view-point, by tellingus in an interesting
manner how these legends can throw a bright light on

L. Cf. the verse 3 in the beginning as well as the verses 162,
163 in the end.
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our moral feature, and how they contribute to the
betterment of our practical and moral life in the world,
Tts purpose is not only to give ns the knowledge of the
Vedie mythology by meve  deseription  of the deities
regarding their form, look, nature or conveyance, bhut to
impress upon our mind the importance of their relation
to the human beings and the good which a Tmman being
ean dervive from them.  For owr practical purpose  this
view-point is very important. But it 150 only for those
who are concerned in leading their  practical  life
in the manner described therein: for others who

" are not copeerned with this practical view-point, it 13
bkely that this work will Ll inits attempt to nnke
itself more useful.  To  ux for the orthodox eom:
manity and the Vedie students in general, it is a
wost interesting book for mtroducing us into the vast
“tore of the knowledge of Vedie mythology in parti-
calar and the Vedas in general,

(e) Tts contribution to the study of Vedie
and classieal Literature.

The contribution which is made by the Nitinaiijary
to the Vedie literature is not of the kind which
throws some light on the ancient material hitherto
anknown to the scholarly world such as would be by
the  citing of the extracts from the Satviyana or
Bhallavi Brahmanas which are not known to us elso-
where, nor s it by itself a pure Vedic work falling
undor the category of either the Swihita, DBrahmana,
,Xx:-auyak{m, Upanisads or any =upplementary work to
any Veda. Yet it does confribute something to that
literature.  If the modern works such as the varions
translations and notes on the various Vedic texts, the

7
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St. Petersburg Dictionary, Bloomfield’s Vedic Concor-
dance or Vedic hymns published in the volumes of the
Sacred Books of the East are to be regarded as contri-
butions in this line, this work also does fall under that
:ategory.  What is Nitimafjari atter all 2 Tt is a book
of morals which the author has derived by brooding
over the meanings of the Mantras, Brahmanas and the
Satras. It is not a mere quoting of the passages from
these texts irrelevantly; the author has shown his
ingenuity in snggesting the best precepts and truths
to be learnt from these texts in case we rvightly try te
understand them. ’

Thuns it is a unique work of its Kind not yet come
across by the scholarly world in Vedie literatwe, It is
an admitted fact that it has afforded muceh  assistance
in fixing the text of the Brhaddevati, and it does
afford assistance similarly for the revision of the Sasn-
khayina Srauta Stutra, the  Rk-Pratisakhya, the Re-
vidhana, and the Katyayana’s Sarvinukramani not  of
course to the same extent as in the case of the Brhad-
devati. Its originality lies in the manner in which the
gnomic verses have been composed bearing instances of
the Rk-Sambita, to explain which the author has collect-
ed as many.Vedic texts ashe could; and at the same time
he has made the book, not, dull but interesting by means
of interesting legends. Some modern scholars are of
opinion that the systematic explanation of the Rgveda
should be made by having recourse to all the parallel
accessory vedic texts; and if it is true, our author
has the first credit to his share in being their (rmde in
this line. .

This work serves asa key-note in understanding the
~construction of the whole of the Rk-Sambhita in brief.
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Its division is based on the division of the Sambhita
text and the Reas quoted ave in the order of the hymns
occurring in that text. In short, it tries to throw light
according to the precept cnjoined by Katyiyana in
his Sarvanukramani and that precept is:-

Afgear | g3 294 AMTAT A |
ASEATTAT JUFAT AARATT AT g & M
( In order to understand the full significance of
the Vedic Reas, one should be deeply familiar with its
- Seer, Metre, Deity and the ritual application ); here
“comes forward a book which gives us a brief but com-
prehensive idea of these things while explaining the
meaning of the Reas; thus the anthor in an interesting
manner makes us fully acquainted with all the hymns
and construction of the Vedic Reas quoted there in
particular and of the whole Samhita in general. For
this purpose the author has quoted all the supple-
mentary Vedic texts for the confirmation of his asser-
tion and thus makes us convinced in the saying of
Yiska: —‘freragumd ad smmifagdd aggi a0 |

It keeps before us a model how a typical Vedic
scholar ought to be; he must not be a blind reciter of
the Vedic texts but he should know to make their use
for the practical purposes which the works on precepts
in classical literature serve ; he should assure us that
all learning of post. Vedic literature is a bye-product. of
the ancient lore,

It assures us that a Vedic scholar cannot be a
victim to the saying of the classical scholars who gene-
rally seem to have been habituated to call him ‘FITEAT-
AT, In this case the Reas 58 and 59, as well as 174-
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75 and their verses 52 and 153 take us to the wordly
knowledge which the Rhetoricians or Alamkarikas
profess to bave the monopoly.

Thus it is for the Vedic students, who are yet
beginners, a unique guide, interesting and reliable at
the same time to enter into the vast mass of Vedic
literature.

To a student of the classical literature also it serves
the saune purpose as the witty verses of the  Carucaryi,
Mahibharata, Hitopadesa, ete. do.  But the verses of
the Nitimanjari differ from them in their quoting in-
stances which mere classical scholars cannot. casily
understand.

Nitimaiijari thus indirectly helps all the non-vedie
scholars in making themselves acquainted, to some
extent at least, of the vedic literature, to study which
was once maintained to be the first and forcmost  dnty
of every Dvija.
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